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temple in the neighbourhood, entering which he   was  finally lost to view.   The astounded brahmans now perceive thai: the : claimant was their   god,   and   that   the   document   simply asserted what every true Caivite would gladly acknowledge.; that   outwardly and inwardly he and all his race belong to Civa, the Supreme   Blessedness!   It   is   indeed   Sundarar's divine master who has   come   down   from   Kailasam,   has. assumed this   from, and resorted to this strategem to assert: and make manifest his eternal sovereignty over his  servant.,
Sundararnow iindeistatids.it   all, and rushes into- the, temple where^stands the image of Civa with Parvdthi his bride, conjoined.    Addressing this.he says  'I recognise Thee, and acknowledge. Thy claim,>   O my   Master'    The god replies: 'Before, whilst thou wert my servant on the silver hill, thou didst permit thy soul to swerve from its fidelity to me, and I sent thee down to earth to rid thee of the stain.F    I have now interfered to prevent thee from entering into bonds which would entangle thy soul, and make thee more and  more-of the earthy.'    The extatic rapture of Sundarar here finds ex* preSsiorl in the po'et's flowing"verses, which are more copiousi than interesting; or (to us) edifying.0 Civan replies, 'In th«^ dispute thou hast used mighty words against me, even ealfcing/ me 'Madman' and'Deceiver*; thou shalt hence-forth, be called 'the mighty devotee1, and shalt mightily prai&e and serve me in these Tamil lands.   Go   forth   therefore,   and   sing   iny praises in ever loving and lovely song.    Song shall be   thy worship.'   Thns commissioned, the sage goes   forth to   be one of the four great Saiva psalmists.
Sundarar's pilgrimages
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